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INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS & DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

API 6351 A 

DR. GERANDA NOTTEN  

FALL 2016 

 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 
 

Class schedule:   Wednesdays, 8.30-11.30, FSS room 6004 

        

Professor Geranda Notten:  Graduate School of Public and International Affairs 

 
Office hours:  Announced on course website in Blackboard 

FSS 6051 

 
E-mail:    gnotten@uottawa.ca 

 
Any questions sent by email should receive a response within two business days or during the following class if taken place within the 

48 hours following receipt of the email. Note that the professor reserves the right not to answer an email if the level of language used is 

inadequate. 

 

On Blackboard Learn: Yes 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

Introduction to the economic analysis of developing countries. The course will review the different 

theories of economic development and the tools used to measure economic development; to identify 

constraints to economic development; and to assess relevant policy areas in low and middle income 

countries. Topics considered include human development, poverty and inequality, macro-economic 

stability, private sector development, trade, employment, human capital and financial markets.  

 

GENERAL AND  SPECIFIC COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

General objective: To develop the tools and theoretical and empirical knowledge to understand 

economic development within the context of globalization. 

 

Specific objectives: 

 

1. Review of the theories, history, and empirical trends relating to economic development, 

especially pertaining to developing countries and within the context of globalization; 

2. Overview economic data and indicators and their interpretation and application; 

3. Coverage of key sectoral issues and policies and how they apply to developing countries; 

4. Analysis of how evidence contributes to the economic policy-making process in 

developing countries. 
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COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

Upon completion of the course, you will be able to:  

• Understand the evolution of economic development theories Apply economic data to a 

specific country situation 

• Analyze sectoral policies at the country level 

• Apply the binding constraints framework to a specific country situation 

• Present evidence-based economic analysis 

 

ASSESSMENT METHODS 

 

Quizzes and exercises 

 

Evaluation Date: Ongoing 

Evaluation Percentage: 20  

 

Eight quizzes and two exercises (total 20%, each 20/9=2.2% excluding the quiz/exercise with the 

lowest grade). The short quizzes (approx. 15 minutes) will be administered at the beginning of the 

class in weeks 2-10. The quizzes will pertain to the topic being covered that week. They are 

intended to assess the student’s understanding of the basic concepts of the topic, as covered in the 

required readings. The quizzes will normally involve a few short-answer questions. The exercises 

can be submitted through the assignment tool on the course website before the start of the class. 

The exercises will pertain to the topic being covered that week. They are intended to assess the 

student’s first attempt to apply the topic to the analysis of his/her country analysis.  

 

If a student is absent for a quiz/exercise for reasons other than those approved by the professor 

according to policy (see policy on assessment and late submissions in this syllabus), s/he will 

receive a grade of 0%. However, as we only include the 9 quizzes/exercises with the highest 

grade, students can effectively miss one quiz. 

 

Interim country report 

 
Evaluation Date: Thursday 17 November, 2016 

Evaluation Percentage: 40 

 

Students will work in groups of 2 or 3 students and will jointly select a developing country (low 

or middle income) for their research. The interim report will have two objectives. The first will be 

a description of their country through the presentation and discussion of relevant economic and 

human development indicators. The second will be a preliminary diagnosis of the country’s 

growth trajectory, identifying and justifying the binding constraint to that growth. The length of 

the interim paper will be around 10 pages, plus tables and charts. 

 

Final country report 

 
Evaluation Date: Tuesday 6 December, 2016 

Evaluation Percentage: 40 

 

Using the same country, the group will present a revised discussion of the relevant economic and 

human development indicators and a revised diagnosis of the binding constraint to growth, plus a 

discussion of policies to relieve that binding constraint. The length of the final paper will be 
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around 15 pages, plus tables and charts. The final report will count for 80% if that results in a 

higher final grade than the average of the final report and the interim report. 

 

Group project 
 

As indicated above, the mid-term and final reports are organized and evaluated as a group project.   

Your teacher does not have any responsibility in solving conflicts that may arise as a consequence 

of group work: it is the responsibility of the group members to identify such problems well ahead 

of the submission deadline and to find a solution. If that solution entails breaking up the group 

then it is expected that each member submits an individual term paper respecting the outlined 

criteria. It is expected that you (briefly) inform your teacher about a change in the group 

composition. 

 

TEACHING APPROACH 

 
The professor and outside experts will lead class discussions, typically presenting material in a 

mixed format that includes lectures, interactions with students around the content of these lectures, 

and discussions based on the assigned readings. 

 

COURSE MATERIALS 

 
A substantial part of the readings will be drawn from the following textbook: 

 

Todaro, Michael P. and Smith, Stephen C. Economic Development, 11th or 12th edition, Pearson 

and Addison-Wesley. 

 

We recommend you purchase this book. It is not cheap but you will find it a useful resource for 

continuing studies or professional work in the field of development. As this is a popular textbook, 

you may be able to buy a used copy in Ottawa or on the web. We have informed the University 

Bookstore and the Agora Bookstore that we will be using this textbook. 

 

Three copies are available on reserve at the Morisset library; a book can at maximum be reserved 

for 4 hours. 

 

You can buy at a 50% discount a temporary license for the electronic book (12th edition) at 

various sites such as: 

https://www.vitalsource.com/products/economic-development-12-e-todaro-michael-p-

v9780134047317 or www.brytewave.com  

 

Either the 11th or 12th edition of this textbook is fine for the course. Using an older edition than 

the 11th is not recommended. If you do use an older version, it is your responsibility to verify 

whether the assigned readings and page numbers correspond to those used in the 11th/12th 

editions. 

 

The readings from the textbook will be supplemented with other material which will be 

referenced on the Blackboard Learn site. 

 

The class plans and readings will be posted on Blackboard Learn two weeks before each class. 
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API5100: INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS & DEVELOPING COUNTRIES – FALL 2016 

 

WEEK/DATE SUBJECT ASSESSMENT 

1 / 7 Sept Introduction to course  

2 / 14 Sept Theories of economic development Quiz 

3 / 21 Sept Monetary and fiscal policy  Quiz 

4 / 28 Sept Finance  Quiz 

5 / 5 Oct International trade and FDI  Quiz 

6 / 12 Oct Private sector development  Quiz 

7 / 19 Oct 
Tools, data, and indicators 

Growth diagnostics and the binding constraints framework 
- 

Reading week   

8 / 2 Nov Poverty and inequality Quiz 

9 / 9 Nov Employment Quiz 

10 / 16 Nov 
Human capital 

Interim report: Thursday 17 November 

Quiz 

Interim report 

11 / 23 Nov Policy analysis I Exercise 

12 / 30 Nov Policy analysis II Exercise 

13 / 6 Dec Final report: Tuesday 6 December Final report 

Note: The weekly class plans and assignments are posted on the course website on Blackboard 
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Policy on language quality and late submissions 

 

Policy on assessment and late submissions 

 

Class attendance is necessary to successfully complete this course. 

 

You will also be judged on your writing abilities. It is recommended to take the appropriate measures to avoid mistakes such 

as spelling, syntax, punctuation, inappropriate use of terms, etc. You may be penalized up to 15%, to the professor’s discretion, 

for such mistakes. 

 

Late submissions are not tolerated. Exceptions are made only for illness or other serious situations deemed as such by the 

professor. There will be a penalty for late submissions. The penalty will be 

5% for each day that the submission is overdue (not counting weekends). For example, a submission that would be given a 

grade of 80% if on time, would be given a grade of 75% if submitted one day late. Reports need to be submitted in both 

hardcopy and electronically. The time of the electronic submission will determine whether it is an on-time or late submission. 

Advise the professor as early as possible if a religious holiday or a religious event will force you to be absent for an evaluation. 

 

University regulations require all absences from exams and all late submissions due to illness to be supported by a medical 

certificate. The Faculty who needs additional information concerning a medical certificate or who wants to verify its 

authenticity must send it to the University of Ottawa Health Services (located at 100 Marie-Curie). 

 

Absence for any other serious reason must be justified in writing, to the academic assistants of the Faculty, within five business 

days following the date of the exam or submission of an assignment. The Faculty reserves the right to accept or refuse the 

reason. Reasons such as travel, jobs, or any misreading of the examination timetable are not acceptable.  

 

Resources for you   

FACULTY MENTORING CENTRE - http://www.sciencessociales.uottawa.ca/mentor/fra/ 

The goal of the Mentoring Centre is to help students with their academic and social well-being during their time at the 

University of Ottawa. Regardless of where students stand academically, or how far along they are in completing their 

degree, the Mentoring Centre is there to help them continue on the path to success.  

 

A student may choose to visit the Mentoring Centre for very different reasons: talking to older peers to gain insight into 

programs and services offered by the University, or to simply brush up on study skills (time management, note-taking, 

exam preparation, etc.) 

 

In sum, at the Mentoring Centre, you can discuss all things academic and everything about life on campus with mentors 

who are social science students themselves and trained to answer all your questions. 

 

ACADEMIC WRITING HELP CENTRE  http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/writing/ 

The Academic Writing Help Centre provides free, individualized help and advice for writing academic assignments. With 

the help of our advisors, you learn to correct your errors, to write well independently, to improve your critical analysis and 

to sharpen your argumentation skills—everything you need to master the official language of your choice.    

 

CAREER SERVICES  http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/careers/  

This unit provides an array of career-development services and resources designed to help students identify and put forward 

the critical skills they need to enter the work force. 

 

COUNSELLING-SERVICE http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/personnel 

There are many reasons to call on the Counseling Service, including:  

 - personal counselling 

 - career counseling 

 - study skills counseling. 

ACCESS SERVICE http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/acces/ 

The University has always strived to meet the needs of individuals with learning disabilities or with other temporary or 

permanent functional disabilities (hearing/visual impairments, sustained health issues, mental health problems), and the 
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campus community works collaboratively so that you can develop and maintain your autonomy, as well as reach your full 

potential throughout your studies. You can call on a wide range of services and resources, all provided with expertise, 

professionalism and confidentiality.  

 

If barriers are preventing you from integrating into university life and you need adaptive measures to progress 

(physical setting, arrangements for exams, learning strategies, etc.), contact the Access Service right away: 

• in person at the University Centre, Room 339 

• online at http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/access/registration/  

• by phone at 613-562-5976 

 

Deadlines for submitting requests for adaptive measures during exams 

• midterms, tests, deferred exams: seven business days before the exam, test or other written evaluation 

(excluding the day of the exam itself 

• final exams:  

o November 15 for the fall session 

o March 15 for the winter session 

o Seven business days before the date of the exam for the spring/summer session (excluding the 

day of the exam itself).  

 

Student Resources Centre - http://www.communitylife.uottawa.ca/en/resources.php 

These centres strive to meet all sorts of student needs. 

 

 

  

 

Beware of Academic Fraud! 
 

Academic fraud is an act committed by a student to distort the marking of assignments, tests, examinations, and other 

forms of academic evaluation. Academic fraud is neither accepted nor tolerated by the University. Anyone found 

guilty of academic fraud is liable to severe academic sanctions. 

 

Here are a few examples of academic fraud: 

• engaging in any form of plagiarism or cheating;  

• presenting falsified research data;  

• handing in an assignment that was not authored, in whole or in part, by the student;  

• submitting the same assignment in more than one course, without the written consent of the professors 

concerned. 

In recent years, the development of the Internet has made it much easier to identify academic plagiarism. The tools 

available to your professors allow them to trace the exact origin of a text on the Web, using just a few words. 

In cases where students are unsure whether they are at fault, it is their responsibility to consult the University’s Web 

site on student life and academic resources at the following address: 

http://www.socialsciences.uottawa.ca/undergraduate/student-life-academic-resources 

 

Persons who have committed or attempted to commit (or have been accomplices to) academic fraud will be penalized. 

Here are some examples of the academic sanctions, which can be imposed: 

• a grade of « F » for the assignment or course in question; 

• an additional program requirement of between 3 and 30 credits; 

• suspension or expulsion from the Faculty. 

 

For more information, refer to: 

http://web5.uottawa.ca/mcs-smc/academicintegrity/home.php 

 

 

 


