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INTRODUCTION TO THE ECONOMICS OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

ECO 2117 C 

DR. GERANDA NOTTEN 

WINTER 2015 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

 

Class schedule Mondays (14:30-16:00) and Thursdays (16:00-17:30) 

Location: TBT 333 

 

Office hours  Announced on Virtual Campus. Check for updates before coming. 

Unannounced visits during office hours are welcome. 

Unannounced visits outside office hours are not welcome.   

Office: FSS 6.051 

 

Office hours TA’s  To be announced. 

 

E-mail    gnotten@uottawa.ca 

 

Personal website  https://gerandanotten.wordpress.com/  

 

On virtual campus  Yes 
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OFFICIAL COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

Definition of underdevelopment and its importance. The stages of economic development. The 

obstacles to development. Examination of some problems facing developing countries: 

inequality of income and wealth distribution, the problem of foreign indebtedness, the impact of 

foreign aid and multinational corporations. Canadian policy towards the developing countries. 

 

GENERAL COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

1. To analyze the economy of developing countries from an economics perspective; 

2. To understand the role of the economy in reaching development outcomes. 

 

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

 

This course aims to advance your capacity to: 

 

• explain economic concepts and theories, some of which are (also) expressed in 

mathematical notation or graphs, using academic language, economic jargon and graphs; 

• interpret and analyze data relevant for understanding economic development; 

• apply this theoretical and empirical knowledge to specific development contexts; 

• construct an argument that is evidence-based and presented in a reader friendly way. 

 

EVALUATION 

 

 Weight 

Assignments (5) 15% (5 assignments @ 3% each) 

Mid-term exam 35% 

Final exam (cumulative) 50% 

 

Assignments 

 

Over the course of the term, you are asked to submit 5 assignments that jointly determine 15% of 

your final grade. Each assignment counts for 3% of your final grade. A timely submitted 

assignment that meets to the criteria specified below results in a score of 100%. If one of 

these conditions is not fulfilled, or the assignment is submitted too late, the assignment is 

graded with a score of 0%. 

 

The (tentative) deadline for each assignment is specified in the course calendar below. Each 

assignment challenges you to respond to a specific question or a particular claim. Your response 

cannot be more than one typed page (12pt, Times New Roman, 1.0 line space) and you should 

use the terminology and methods that have been discussed in class / are part of required course 

readings. You can also complement your argument by using information from other sources. Of 

course you are expected to provide a full reference (see website Academic Writing Help Centre 

for reference styles). You can ONLY submit your assignment in Word format on the Virtual 

Campus course website. After the deadline of an assignment a 24 hour grace period applies: this 
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means that you can still upload your assignment and that we will grade it. Assignments received 

after this grace period automatically get a score of 0%. 

 

The assignments are a means to train you in applying economic concepts and methods to 

relevant development topics. This skill is also tested in the final exam: at least one (part) of 

the assignments returns in the final exam and is, only then, evaluated in terms of the 

strength of your argument. 

 

The assignments are posted online at least a week before the deadline. There is always some time 

reserved for in-class discussion both before and after the deadline. The dates at which the 

assignments are discussed in class are indicated in the assignment. After the submission 

deadline, additional guidelines on how to answer the assignment are provided on the course 

website. 

 

You can also visit our office hours to get personalized feedback on your economic arguments 

(please first see the Teaching Assistants). 

 

You are also strongly encouraged to use the services offered by the Academic Help Writing 

Centre. Did you know that you can make Individual Writing Appointments? Take one of your 

assignments to the Academic Help Writing Centre and ask for feedback on your strengths 

and weaknesses. Check this link: http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/writing/undergraduate/. 

 

For useful tips on how to write a University paper, please refer to the following Website: 

http://sass.uottawa.ca/en/writing/resources. 

 

Mid-term exam 

 

The midterm exam takes place on the date announced in the calendar (Table 1 below). The 

midterm exam determines 35% of your final grade and it consists of multiple choice questions, 

short answer and short essay questions. There is no make-up for the midterm exam. If you miss 

the mid-term exam, the weight is added to the final exam, provided the absence is justified by 

appropriate documentation. Without such documentation, you receive a score of 0% for the mid-

term exam. 

 

Final exam 

 

The final exam is cumulative which means that it covers all topics discussed during the semester. 

It takes place in the exam period (the exact date and time is announced during the semester). 

 

This exam determines 50% of the final grade and it consists of the following components: 

- Multiple choice questions, short answer questions, short essay questions (65% weight) 

- One long essay question (35% weight). The essay question exactly corresponds to one 

(part) of the assignments that you have made during the semester. 
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Examination policy 

 

During the exam: 

• You are NOT allowed to make use of the textbook, lecture slides, personal notes, a 

pocket calculator or any other sources of information. 

• Language dictionaries are allowed but should be free of personal notes. Your dictionary 

may be subject to inspection and the right to use it can be withdrawn if the above 

condition is not met. 

• If you finish writing the exam early, hand in your exam and the corresponding answer 

forms to the teaching assistant in front of the class room. If you are not finished at the end 

time, stay seated until one of the teaching assistants collects your exam and answers. 

• You are asked to identify yourself by means of your student ID or another official ID 

document (driver's licence, passport, health insurance card). 

 

After the exam: 

• An answer key is posted on the website latest 24 hours after the final exam. 

• Complaints about exam questions should be communicated to the professor in writing 

latest 5 workdays after the final exam (emails are accepted). 

• Preliminary grades are posted on the website latest 10 workdays after the final exam. 

• Complaints about the amount of points and/or grade awarded can only be addressed in 

person on the stipulated date and time, which is announced on the website latest one 

week before the exam date. 

• You can drop by during office hours to get personalized feedback on your (midterm) 

exam. When making an enquiry, it is expected that you bring your exam (midterm exam  

only as exam regulation stipulate that the professor stores the final exams) and that you 

have compared your answer with that provided in the answer key in advance of our 

meeting. 
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COURSE OUTLINE 

 

This course adopts the expansion of capabilities
1
, the freedoms that people have to do the things 

they value doing, as the aim of human development. The three core values embedded in the 

capabilities perspective are that: 

1. A person has the ability to meet basic needs (sustenance); 

2. She / he can be a person (self-esteem); 

3. Is able to choose (freedom from servitude). 

 

Economic development is instrumental in reaching this development aim because it provides 

the resources that are needed to increase the distribution of life-sustaining goods, to raise levels 

of living and to expand the range of economic and social choices to individuals. The two 

objectives of this course are to analyze the economy of developing countries from an economics 

perspective and, thereby, to understand the role of the economy in reaching development 

outcomes. It is stressed, however, that a thorough understanding of development cannot be 

achieved by merely taking an economics perspective: philosophical, historical, social, cultural, 

geographical, environmental and political perspectives are also very important pieces in the 

complex puzzle of development. While this course focuses on the economics perspective, aspects 

of this broader context are also discussed particularly when we look at case studies and when we 

analyze the role of institutions. 

 

The themes addressed in this course are listed in Table 1 together with the (preliminary) class 

dates and (preliminary) assignment. Up to date information is provided on the course website. 

 

During the first week we deepen our understanding of the above-mentioned development aim 

(expanding capabilities) and the role that economic development plays in reaching that aim. 

The core argument is that economic growth is a necessary (though not sufficient) condition for 

economic development and for reaching development goals. 

 

In the next weeks we develop that argument further in several ways. The theme comparing 

development not only introduces you to some of the key characteristics of developing countries 

and their economies but it also provides you with a number of tools that you can use to analyze 

and compare developing countries. By means of assignment 1 you practice your ability to use 

these tools yourself. Thereafter we discuss various theories of economic growth which together 

help us in explaining the large variation in the nature and patterns of economic development 

between countries. Just before the reading break, your progress is tested in the midterm exam. 

 

Subsequently we turn our attention to analyzing how economic development influences poverty 

and inequality and we have a first look at the role that government policy can play in this 

process (domestic and foreign governments). In addition to analyzing international empirical 

evidence on the relation between economic growth, poverty and inequality, we also apply this 

knowledge on the case study of Vietnam in assignment 2.  

 

Then we look at a number of themes that are crucial to having a broad-based and sustainable 

economic development. The development of human capital is not only critical for a person to be 

                                                           
1
 Todaro and Smith (2012), Economic Development, 11

th
 edition, p. 16-21 (Chapter 1). 
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able to expand her capabilities but it is also an integral aspect of economic production and it has 

a wide range of economic and social spill-overs that benefit the whole society (assignment 3). 

As national economic development takes place in an increasingly connected global economy, the 

theme open economy introduces two tools (balance of payments and the exchange rate) used by 

governments, citizens, and businesses to engage in economic exchange with the rest of the 

world. Subsequently we study various types of economic exchange between countries namely 

trade and international finance (international borrowing and foreign direct investment). 

Assignment 4 likely focuses on international trade. No country has been able to achieve 

inclusive and sustainable economic development by cutting of ties with the rest of the world (i.e. 

autarky). However, domestic institutions and government policy are crucial elements in 

determining whether a country can reap the benefits from openness, and whether it can do this 

while providing alternatives and supporting those who lose (especially if the losers are among 

the most vulnerable). In terms of policy we focus on fiscal policy, monetary policy and policies 

that influence domestic finance. Assignment 5 likely focuses on the sub-theme domestic 

finance. The final exam tests your progress in meeting the specific learning objectives as set out 

in the beginning of this syllabus. 

 

Due to time restrictions we regret to be unable to address a number of themes that are also 

crucial to understanding how and why broad-based and sustainable economic development can 

be achieved. These are issues related to demographics, urbanization, rural development, public-

private partnerships / privatization, social protection policy and the environment. However, the 

skills that you develop while participating in this course can also be put to use if can you decide 

to investigate these and other economic development issues on your own. 
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Table 1: Calendar 

 

*PLEASE CHECK VIRTUAL CAMPUS REGULARLY AS CHANGES MAY OCCUR* 

 

Themes Dates (dd/mm) Assessment* 

Development defined 12/01  

Economic development 15/01  

Comparing development 19/01 

22/01 

Assignment 1: due on 

Tuesday 27 January 10 pm 

Economic growth 26/01 

29/01 

02/02 

 

Institutions 05/02  

Recap and Q&A 09/02  

Midterm exam 12/02 Midterm exam 

Reading break 15/02 to 21/02  

Poverty and inequality 23/02 

26/02 

02/03 

Assignment 2: due on 

Friday 27 February 10 pm 

Human capital 05/03 

09/03 

Assignment 3: due on 

Friday 13 March 10 pm 

Open economy  12/03  

Trade 16/03 

19/03 

23/03 

Assignment 4: due on 

Friday 27 March 10 pm 

Policy: fiscal, monetary, 

domestic finance 

26/03 

30/03 

02/04 

Assignment 5: due on 

Tuesday 7 April 10 pm 

Surprise 09/04 (no class Easter Mon.)  

Recap and Q&A 13/04  

Exam period 15/04 to 28/04 Final exam 

* The submission deadlines for the assignments are tentative. They are confirmed on the course 

website at the time the assignment’s instructions are published (typically two weeks before the 

deadline). After the deadline of an assignment a 24 hour grace period applies: It means that you 

can still upload your assignment and we will grade it. Reliance on this grace period is at your 

own risk. 
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RESOURCES AND RESPONSIBILITIES  

  

Please  help  us  improve  this  course  by  posting  your  ideas  and  suggestions  anonymously  

on  the  course discussion board, talking to me or the teaching assistant before/after the lectures, 

by sending me an email and / or by completing the evaluation form. It really helps. 

  

Website 
 

The course website is your first source of information regarding the logistics and contents of this 

course. We expect that you check the course website at least once or twice every week. On the 

website you can find:   

 

- Announcements and updates. 

 

- Course syllabus. No hard copy is provided. 

 

- Lecture slides. The slides are made available before class; they are intended to assist you 

in taking class notes but they are supplementary to your own notes.  The lecture  slides  

are  designed  to  provide  a  skeleton  of  the  material  to  be  discussed  and  what  is 

presented in class is more comprehensive. The aim of the skeleton is to give you a tool 

for taking notes in and outside the class room and to give you a sense of the topics that 

are covered in the assignments and exams.  

 

- Discussion board. You can use this platform to ask for and share information that could 

be in everyone's interest.  The  beauty  of  this  tool  is  that  while  you  can  post  your  

questions anonymously, everyone can benefit from the response. Our aim is to reply to 

your posts within two workdays (thus not including weekends & holidays) but you are 

also invited to respond to questions raised by your colleagues. Inappropriate or 

disrespectful language is not tolerated. 

 

- Additional course materials. Non-textbook readings, assignments, old exams, answer 

keys. 

 

- Assignments. This tool allows you to download the assignment's instructions and to 

upload your assignment.  

 

- My Grades. This tool shows your grades for the assignment, midterm and final exam.  

  

Professor  
 

Do not hesitate to come and talk with me before or after class. You can also contact me by email, 

to which I aim to respond within two working days. If I suspect the contents of our email 

exchange are also of relevance to your fellow students, I might ask you to post an anonymous 

copy of our exchange on the course website. If you would like to speak with me in private you 

can drop by my office (FSS 6.051) without an appointment during office hours. If I am already 

seeing another person, PLEASE KNOCK ON THE WINDOW so I know that there are more 
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persons waiting. If you are unable to come during scheduled office hours you can contact me by 

email to make an appointment.   

 

Teaching assistants  
 

The teaching assistant(s) are usually assigned well after the start of the course, but as soon  as  

they  have  been  assigned  they  are  introduced  in  class.  Together with the professor, the 

teaching assistants are responsible for answering questions and offering support for your 

assignments and exams.  If  you  would  like  to  receive  personal  feedback  on  the  contents  

of  your  assignment, teaching assistants are your first point of contact. 

 

Study materials  

  

This main text for this course is Economic Development written by Michael Todaro and 

Stephen Smith, (2012, 11th edition) published by Pearson-Addison Wesley in Montreal. 

The text from Todaro and Smith is  supplemented  with  other  materials  which  are  provided  

on  the  course  website.  These materials, together with the lecture slides (also those of guest-

speakers, if any) and assignment materials provide the content for which you are responsible on 

exams.  

  

We  strongly  recommend  that  you  get  access  to  a  copy  of  the  textbook  be  it  through  

purchase  (it’s  a popular text book so there is a good market in second hand hard copies) or 

lease. There are 4 hardcopies available in the Morisset library but these can be reserved for short 

periods only (4 hours).  

  

Workload 

 

While ultimately voluntary, your recommended activities for this course consist of attending the  

classes  by  active  participation  (taking  notes,  asking  questions),  studying  the  assigned  

materials, preparing for evaluations and participating on the course website. In addition to 

attending the classes, it is expected that you spend additional time to work on this course outside 

the class room. As a benchmark, you should reserve between 3 to 5 additional hours per week 

for those other tasks. These are effective working hours and thus do not include breaks, checking 

your email, phone calls, texting, messaging or otherwise monitoring your social media.   

  

How to prepare before, during and after class  
 

1. Find out what the upcoming class is about. You can do this by browsing through the 

assigned course materials and lecture slides: closely READ the table of contents, 

introduction and conclusion and BROWSE through the rest of the readings. This should 

take you no more than 15 minutes.   

2. Get a comprehensive understanding of the subject and identify any problems. You 

achieve this by STUDYING the assigned course material.  Studying  involves  carefully  

reading  the  text, highlighting  and/or  taking  notes,  analyzing  the  formula's,  graphs  

and  figures.  A great way to analyze a formula or a figure is to copy it to your notes 

because it forces you to look at the details, which in economics are often crucial to 
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understanding the bigger picture. Another great way to test if you understand it is to 

explain it to one of your colleagues. Use the lecture slides as a guide to determine on 

which graphs and figures you should spend more attention. You might find that you 

prefer to do (parts of) this step after the lecture.  

3. Attend the classes, take notes, participate in discussions and ask for clarification.  

4. If  needed,  revisit  those  parts  of  the  material  where  you  feel  that  you  still  have  

large  gaps  in understanding after the class.  

5. If you still have questions then post a message on the course website (please try this 

first) or drop by during office hours. To assist you in the best possible way, it really 

helps us if you explain what you understand and where you need clarification.   

  

Classes and in-class behaviour  

  

It is your decision whether you attend the class or not. If you come, which we sincerely hope you 

do, please respect the following rules:   

- Be there in time; we make sure to end in time;  

- If you arrive late, make your entrance as quiet as possible;  

- Make sure your electronic equipment is set on silent mode;  

- Be there physically and mentally! 
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Absence from an examination or late submission of an assignment  

  

Absence from any examination or test, or late submission of assignments due to illness, must be 

justified; otherwise, a penalty will be imposed. The Faculty reserves the right to accept or reject 

the reason offered. Reasons such as travel, employment, and misreading the examination 

schedule are not usually accepted.  

 

Beware of Academic Fraud!  

  

Academic fraud is an act committed by a student to distort the marking of assignments, tests, 

examinations, and other forms of academic evaluation. Academic fraud is neither accepted nor 

tolerated by the University. Anyone found guilty of academic fraud is liable to severe academic 

sanctions.  

  

Here are a few examples of academic fraud:  

• engaging in any form of plagiarism or cheating;   

• presenting falsified research data;   

• handing in an assignment that was not authored, in whole or in part, by the student;   

• submitting the same assignment in more than one course, without the written consent of 

the professors concerned.  

 

In recent years, the development of the Internet has made it much easier to identify academic 

plagiarism. The tools available to your professors allow them to trace the exact origin of a text on 

the Web, using just a few words.  

 

In cases where students are unsure whether they are at fault, it is their responsibility to consult 

the University’s Web  site  at  the  following  address: 

http://www.socialsciences.uottawa.ca/eng/writing_tools.asp « Tools for Writing Papers and 

Assignments ».   

 

Persons  who  have  committed  or  attempted  to  commit  (or have  been  accomplices  to)  

academic  fraud  will  be penalized. Here are some examples of the academic sanctions, which 

can be imposed:  

• a grade of « F » for the assignment or course in question;  

• an additional program requirement of between 3 and 30 credits;  

• suspension or expulsion from the Faculty.  

 

Last session, most of the students found guilty of fraud were given an « F » for the course and 

had between three and twelve credits added to their program requirement.   

 

  

   

 


